THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OP COLONEL BECK
The times were indeed critical for the new Foreign
Secretary.   The League, as has been seen, was on the
downward path, and towards the end of 1933 Germany
left it.   On the other hand, Hitler had been very loud
and uncompromising in his claims on Poland.   In the
early part of 1933 he said that the so-called Corridor was
a " hideous injustice " to Germany.    There were ugly
incidents in Danzig which at one time moved Piisudski
to send Polish troops, beyond the number allowed in the
Treaty of Versailles, to occupy the Westerplatte. Colonel
Beck was unmoved by all the resonant clamour of these
events.  " Frontiers/' he remarked in one of his epigram-
matic phrases, " are not changed by words."  Piisudski,
too, was resolute and firm.    He reviewed troops at
Wilno and sounded France to no effect on the possi-
bilities of a preventive war.   He was quite convinced,
with that intuition into the course of events which never
failed him, that Hitler was destined to become a pre-
dominant force in Germany notwithstanding the tardy
fashion in which he seemed to be climbing to power in
successive general elections.    So Colonel Beck set to
work as a negotiator, and towards the end of 1933 an
agreement was made possible, which, for the time,
alleviated the situation in Danzig.    Then Mr. Lipski
was appointed to Berlin and the result was the Polish-
German agreement of 1934.
<c Every treaty," said Colonel Beck in that speech on
May 9th, 1939, which drew forth resounding cheers
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